This book consists of papers presented at a symposium on primary brain tumours, and is sponsored by the Brooklyn Unit of the American Cancer Society. The papers presented deal with different aspects of primary intracranial neoplasms. H. M. Zimmerman in the first paper discusses the role of experimental models of brain tumours, and the ways in which these can be induced, using higher aromatic hydrocarbons, resorptive carcinogens and viruses. The second paper, by H. S. Schutta, describes the clinical problems associated with the diagnosis of gliomas, mainly in adults. J. B. Cracco follows with a paper on brain tumours in childhood and their clinical presentation, which he summarises very succinctly. A. R. Butler describes the excellent diagnostic ability of the C.T. scan in supratentorial glioma, in which 100% accuracy of diagnosis is possible. M. S. Tenner examines the part now remaining for conventional neuroradiological techniques, which can still be used for information that is not always available from a C.T. scan alone. It is good to be reminded that new techniques are not a replacement for the old, but are to be added for more information, and that both old and new will give best results in the right circumstances. P. M. Farmer Some of the newer information on responses of a variety of short-term tests to mutagens and carcinogens are presented in this volume, and it is evident that a more critical and analytical approach to the vast amount of data being generated is now being adopted. Much more emphasis is now being placed on understanding the scientific basis for the various short-term tests. There is also a shift of emphasis from an exclusive consideration of tests which will detect only initiators to those which will detect promoters and will respond to epigenetic effects now being reconsidered as possibly involved in carcinogenesis; this new approach being exemplified by the contribution from Radman and his co-workers.
The interesting section on the scientific basis for short-term tests includes a pertinent paper from Green (Sussex) in which the problems of using the Ames test as even a qualitative index of carcinogenicity are discussed; the main problem being how to define a positive result. When attempts are made to use even the well-validated Ames test quantitatively (i.e. to attempt correlations of mutagenic potency with carcinogenic potency) the problems are compounded, and these are lucidly discussed in this paper.
Other papers in the volume deal with interlaboratory reproducibility of various tests, attempts at a classification of experimental evidence to indicate degrees of carcinogenicity, and details of various international collaborative schemes for mutagenicity and carcinogenicity. Overall, a useful update of progress in this rapidly expanding field.
M In view of the acknowledged poor prognosis of these particular tumours, this book is a timely and important reminder that progress in the management of these diseases is occurring. In each section, the importance of primary surgical treatment, accurate staging, and the use of both adjuvant and primary chemotherapy are stressed. Up-to-date re-
